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The conspiracy, however, was not hatched so secretly that something of it did not transpire, and Rizzio received several warnings which he disdained to notice. Sir James Melville, among others, tried in every possible way, to impress upon him the dangerous position which a stranger enjoying the sovereign's entire confidence occupied at a court so barbarous and jealous as that of Scotland. Eizzio received these hints as if he were determined not to apply them to himself, and Melville, feeling that he had done all that his conscience called upon him to do, forbore to insist further.
Then came a French priest who was considered a very skillful astrologer: he made his way to Rizzio's presence, and warned him that the stars said that he was in peril of his life, and that he must be especially distrustful of a certain bastard. Rizzio replied that he had sacrificed his life to the duties of his position, in anticipation, the day that he was first honored with the confidence of his sovereign, but that since then he had taken notice that the Scotch were, in general, very quick to threaten, but slow to act. As to the bastard of whom he spoke, who undoubtedly was the Earl of Murray, he knew better than to come far enough into Scotland for his sword to reach him, though it were long enough to reach from Dumfries to Edinburgh: which was another way of saying that Murray would pass the rest of his life in England in exile, for Dumfries was a frontier town. Meanwhile the plot pursued the even tenor of its way, and Douglas and Ruthven, having selected their accomplices and made their preparations, sought out Darnley to close the bargain. As the price of the bloody service they had undertaken to do for the king-consort they demanded his promise to obtain the pardon of Murray and the other noblemen who were